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The Shed Row Market Art Fair
Saturday, July 9, 10 am. to 430 pm.
Fields & Fowers Farm, 900 732 St

BRENDA ANDERSON
Times Reporter

cspite the sign, the sheliered
driveway is casy 1o miss.
In that respect, Ficlds & Flow-
crs, Barb Beaton’s South Langley
farm, cenainly qualifics as one of Langley's
hidden treasures.

Tueming off 232 Strect onto the  property,
visitors cnter 2 winding lane, lined on one
siie by a thick grove of recs, and on the
other, 2 grassy paddock, bending gently
under a light brocre.

It's a pleasant carly summer day, as sun-
shine strecams through the windows of
the little frm gate shop at the end of the
drive. It's quict now, but when the weather
heats up in camest, young cgoestrians from
around the neighbourhood will break their
rides o stop and cool off with a scoop of
ice cream from the chest freezer in Beaton's
small shop.

And if Saturday, July 9 is equally Gir, Beaton
will be a happy woman. That's the day she
will wolcome 16 ansts and hundnods of
visitors (o her small farm, as she hosts the
Shoed Row Market An Fair Beginning at 10
am., the arists will sct up their cascls inside
the shed row —a long horse bam — whene
they will spend the day working in front of
the stalls 1o a captive cquine audicooe

Visitors meanwhile, are free 1o roam the
propery, visiting with the anmisis and watch-
ing them work, or perhaps sampling a bit of
crahappie jam and grabbing a few cammots to
entice 3 horse or two o poke ils nosc o
for a quick hello

This pastoral propeny s more than just
a tourist attraction — it's a working farm,
Beaton is quick to point out. Inside her
greenhouses located just over the hill from
the bam, she grows both sweet and savoury
adible flowers, for sale as well as for use
in a range of items, including jelly confits,
choecses, chocolate and artisan breads sold
in the farm gate store.

Placed throughout the shop are framed
drawings and paintings — forals, land-
scapes and sl life — as well as jowelry,
poitcry and wood ant donc by local artists
and sold on their behalf by Beaton

“(Fclds & Flowers) is like a country store,
in some respoects,” said Deborah Strong, one
of four Langlcy artists who will be partici-
pating in the July 9 event.“It’s a rcally inter-
csting little place and it's become part of the
South Langlcy community and a part of the

artist community as well.

“Barb is very supportive of the ants com-
munity and really feels this (an fir) is some-
thing she can do (o help).”

It's not only the anists who benefit from
the f@irs. Since 2009, Beaton has hosted a
similar event in the fall as a well The Harvest
Shed Row Market, held on the first weekend
in October, is a fundmiser for the charity
which finds homes for noncompetitive and
injured Thoroughbred mcchorses. Although
it is not techoically a fundraising event,
donations 0 New Stride will be accepted
during the July an fir as well.

The irresistible combination of original ant
and horses draws people to the rural prop
erty from as far aficld as West Vancouver.

*It’s 2 real country cxperience for people
coming from the city,” said Strong.

“They enjoy the opportunity to sce the
art in a bit of an unusual environment.

art

For Strong, who works both in silk and
coloured pencil, animals — horses included
— are a regular subject and a nataal G for
the Shed Row event.

Another participant, South Langley artist
Vivian Harder, who often collaborates with
Strong, specializes in equine art, so it's no
surprisc perhaps, that she works out of
Thunderfoot Studios.

Joining them will be Lalita Hamill and
Bryan Robberts.

Hamill, a Walnut Grove artist who works
in oil, pastel, watercolour and graphite,
started drawing during the snowstorm of
1996 and has not looked back.

She became a fulltime artist after her hus
band was involved in a severe car accident.
The crash served as a wake up call to the
then-aspiring artist that life was too short to
put off her dream.

Robberts, meanwhile, is a water colourist
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Crarren JAMES Langley Tines
Deborah Strong has company as she sketches in the shed row at Fields & Flowers in South Langley. On July 9, the farm
on 232 Street will host an art fair, featuring 16 artists from around the Lower Mainland, including four from Langley.

from Zambia who now makes his home in
Langley City.

For him, part of the allure of water colour
is its unpredictability. Using different tech-
niques — flicking and splashing — and
tools — sponges and anything clse that will
hold paint — the possibilities are endless,

“You can get some pretty happy acch
dents,” he said.

The Shed Row Market Art Fair will run
rain or shine but, weather permitting, the
artists will set up outdoors as well as inside
the barn.

To learn more about any of the four Lang
ley artists, go to their websites:

= Hamill - www. hamillstudios.ca

* Harder - www.thunderfootstudio.com

= Robberts - www.bryanrobberts.com

* Strong - www.catnmouscdesigns.com

To learn more about Beaton's farm gate
store, go to www.ficldsandflowers.com



