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n case you haven’t already heard, 
volunteers at the Surrey SPCA are 
organizing the First Annual 
Fundraising Dinner and Auction in an 

effort to raise much-needed funds for 
animals at the shelter. The evening will 
feature a delicious buffet 
dinner, no-host bar, prizes 
and both silent and live 
auctions of a variety of 
donated goods and services. 
All proceeds will benefit the 
Surrey SPCA. 

Did you know that the 
Surrey SPCA is one of the 
busiest animal shelters in 
BC? It averages 350 animals 
per month through its doors 
— that’s 150 dogs, 150 cats 
and 50 of other species Some of these 
animals are reclaimed by their 
owners, but most remain at the 
shelter, where they are cared for until 
new homes can be found for them. In 
addition to caring for lost, abandoned,  
 

 
 
 
 
abused and surrendered animals, the SPCA 
shelter helps prevent further pet 
overpopulation in Surrey – more than 1,000 
cats and dogs were spayed and neutered by 
the Surrey SPCA in 2004.  Funds are 
urgently needed to keep up with the high 

demands placed on this 
shelter and to ensure each and 
every animal gets the care he 
or she needs, including a 
second chance at life in a 
loving home.�

The event takes place 
Saturday, February 19, 2005, 
6:00-10:00 p.m. at the Aston 
Pacific Inn, 1160 King 
George Highway, Surrey. 
Tickets are $60/each, 
$100/couple, or $360/table of 

8 people, and can be purchased by 
calling (604) 597-6728, e-mailing 
surreyevents@spca.bc.ca or visiting 
the shelter. Please support Surrey’s 
animals and come raise your paws 

at this benefit for animals in need. • 
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Come “raise  
your paws”  
for Surrey’s 

animals in need  
on Saturday,  
February 19,  

6:00-10:00 p.m.  
at the Aston 
 Pacific Inn. 
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he foster program is now in its fifth 
year and once again over 500 kittens 

and cats, and approximately 60 puppies and 
dogs received foster care. Many thanks to 
all the foster homes and volunteers who 
assisted and helped in various ways with 
publicizing the foster program.  

In case you’re not aware of what the 
foster program does, volunteers screen 
foster homes and adopters, answer 
phones, set up pet events, arrange for TV 
spots, match fosters to adopters, make 
posters, network with other coordinators 
and groups, and place cats, kittens and 
puppies into loving homes many of 
whom stay in contact with us. 

From the website with Jenn Nicola, Pet 
Squads with Michelle Grant, she also 
brought us the monthly Pawsitively Pets 
page from the Surrey Leader thanks 
to Lindsay Cadan.  Eileen Drever allowed us 
time on Global TV’s Adopt a Pet segment, 
and the BCSPCA head office arranged spots 
on Pet on the Net and in The Vancouver Sun 
and The Province newspapers.  A new 
project that got underway in the last three 
months is featured spots for our foster 
animals in Petfinder magazine, 
approximately 12 of the 16 foster cats who 
had pictures in the magazine have been 
adopted in the last 8 weeks, three of whom 
were senior cats aged 9, 10 and 12 years old.   

Warm thanks to our network of 
volunteers and friends who passed the 
word along, Lori Cumiskey, Zelda and 
David, Stephanie, Jenn, Alba, Johanne 
and Lena, Patty and Cathy who did 
a wonderful job of screening, and to the 
many others—keep up the great work! 
You truly make a difference.  

We can only hope that 2005 will 
bring fewer young animals needing foster 
care. I guess then we will know that 
people are taking responsibility and 
learning the simple lesson, spay or neuter 
you pet!—Christine Audette 
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hanks to the efforts of shelter 
volunteers, video clips of some of 

Surrey’s adoptable pets can be viewed on 
the Internet. With assistance from 
Rebecca Edwards at head office, Surrey 
volunteers are now able to take a short 
video of an animal, upload it onto the BC 
SPCA website, and then link it to the 
animal’s Petfinder biography. For those 
not familiar with Petfinder, it is a website 
where animals for adoption from shelters 
all over north America are featured. It is a 
hugely successful tool for placing 
animals, allowing potential adopters to 
view not only animals at their 
neighbourhood shelter, but in other 
districts, giving animals maximum 
exposure. Video clips do take some extra 
effort on the part of volunteers, but they 
say it’s well worth it. Viewers get a lot 
information about an animal from video, 
especially in the case of animals who are 
not particularly photogenic. Video really 
allows their character and personality to 
shine through. Congratulations to all the 
volunteers who worked together to make 
this possible. • 
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As another year comes to a close for  
Surrey’s Community Advisory  

Council (CAC), and I want to thank 
everyone who took part. It took the 
committee time to find its feet but I feel 
that by our last meeting on January 18th, 
which was attended by the BC 
SPCA president Mary Lou Troman, we 
had come full circle and ended the year 
on a positive note.  
  Overall, I think we fulfilled our 
task of moving forward on fundraising 
and were able to put some thought into 
ways develop our Humane Education 
program. We’ve got lots of suggestions 
and ideas, now we just need to put them 
into action! 

 Many thanks to Janet Shaw for her 
work organizing another great Paws for a 
Cause Walkathon last September, and to 
Michelle Grant for dedication to the 
success of the upcoming Fundraising 
Dinner & Auction on February 19. Two 
CAC members, Leila Kullar and Debbie 
Strong, have decided to leave the 
committee and I want to thank them their 
commitment over the past year. To our 
new members, we look forward to your 
input as we continue in our mission 
to improve life for animals at the shelter. 
�� I hope to see everyone at the 
branch’s Annual General Meeting on 
February 17th at the Fleetwood Library 
15996-84th Avenue, 7:00-9:00 p.m. All 
members are welcome to attend. We will 
be starting promptly at 7:00 p.m. so that 
the meeting can conclude before the 
library closes at 8:55 p.m.  There will be 
refreshments and a guest speaker or two, 
and then the CAC will meet briefly at 
about 8:30pm. Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor during the 
meeting, if anyone is interested in joining 
the CAC.  (For more information about 
the CAC and its role, visit the BC SPCA 
website: www.spca.bc.ca.)—Christine 
Audette, CAC Chair 
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